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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR - BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

API _CHANGES OIL CLASSIFICATION 

~_egihni_ng this fall, a new system of identificatio~ for motor oils will 
come into use, c;tccordi_ng to the American Petroleum Institute. 

Adopted by API's lubrication committee after many months of negotiation, 
the new system is expected to be in wide-spread use for all 1971 model 
ca;r:i.s. 

~PI says the new system is designed to promote improved communications 
. between e_ngine oil user, supplier and manufacturer. 

ln b,:poad terims, API has s.ubstituted the use of the letter "S" for passenger 
cari. and light truck oils. a,nd ''C" for heavier, commercial vehicle lub;r,ic'ants. 
The 11 S" ¢fesignation replaces the old "M", and the "C" replaces '1D". 

ABI says its new engine service classification system is open-ended, meaning 
that new categories can be added as. required without changing or deleti_ng . 
e~isti_ng cat:egories. The new and old classifications are: 

NEW 

SA 

SB 

SC. 

SD 

CB 

OLD 

ML 

MM 

MS-1964 

MS-1968 

DG 

DM. Supp-1 

DEFINITION 

Utility gasoline and. diesel engine service. 
Engines operated under mild c·onditions. 

Minimum duty gasoline e_ngine service. 

Gasoline engines 1964 through 1967 models; 
cars and t·rucks operating ·under e_ngine 
makers' warranties. · 

For 1968 gasoline engine warranty service; 
cars and trucks beg.inning with 1968 models 
and operating und.er e_ngine manufacturers' 
warranties. 

L_ight duty diesel e_ngine service. 

Moderate duty diesel engine service. 

Additional copies of Technical Notes are av~ilable from Director, Portland Service Center, Box 3861,· Portland, Ore., 97.208 
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: DEf'.J;NITION \ 

Moderate duty diesel and gasoline eng;i.n.e 
serv;i.ce typical of lightly supercha:rged' 
diese;J.. engine;:; operated. in mode:r;,ate to 
severe duty. · 

Severe d,uty diesel engi:r;ie serivice; typical 
of s1Jpereharged die;:,els in hi~h, .... ~peed, high~ 
output duty\ 
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